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Sunday, 15 February 2026  
 
AFL Origin scores big with Seven viewers  
1.98 million tune in for the first AFL Origin in more than 25 years 
 
The Seven Network’s 2026 AFL season coverage has kicked off with the highly anticipated 
return of AFL Origin, which reached 1.98 million Australians on Seven and 7plus Sport 
last night. 
 
The sold-out match at Perth’s Optus Stadium, which saw Victoria claim victory over 
Western Australia, had an average total TV audience of 843,000, which was up 34% on 
last year’s full season average. More than 182,000 people streamed the match on 7plus 
Sport, which was up 227% on the 2025 season average and 41% on the Finals.  
 
The clash marked the return of AFL Origin for the first time in more than 25 years, with the 
last match played in 1999 between Victoria and South Australia in Melbourne.  
 
Seven’s line-up featured iconic voices Brian Taylor and James Brayshaw calling the play-
by-play commentary, Seven’s expert commentators Kane Cornes and Luke Hodge, 
alongside Abbey Holmes, and West Australian favourite and former AFL superstar Nic 
Naitanui on the boundary.  
 
Seven’s Head of AFL and Innovation, Gary O’Keeffe, said: “Last night’s return of AFL 
Origin was a resounding success, with fans on both sides embracing the rivalry and the 
passion that only State against State can deliver.  
 
“This morning’s exclusive announcement on Sunrise confirming Origin will return next 
year is incredibly exciting. We look forward to working closely with the AFL again to build 
on this momentum and make it even bigger and better in 2027. 
 
“Our attention now turns to delivering an exceptional broadcast experience for the 2026 
AFL Premiership Season, starting with opening night at the SCG between the Sydney 
Swans and Carlton on Thursday, March 5, live and free on Seven and 7plus Sport.” 
 
Seven’s National Sport Sales Director, Rob Maclean, said: “Seven's major events and 
sport this past year have delivered consistent total TV growth, fuelled by a surge in 
streaming audiences. The strength of the AFL Origin audience across Seven and 7plus is 
further evidence of the value of live sport in today's landscape. 
 

http://www.7plus.com.au/sport
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“7plus is playing an increasingly important role for brands wanting to connect with footy-
loving audiences. AFL Origin’s streaming audience, well above the 2025 season average, 
highlights the scale of that opportunity.” 
 
Seven’s coverage of the 2025 AFL Grand Final reached 6.2 million Australians, with an 
average total TV audience of 4.18 million. It scored a record audience on 7plus Sport, with 
985,000 streaming the match alone, up 51% year-on-year.  
 
The Grand Final capped off a stellar 2025 AFL season for Seven, which reached 17.4 
million Australians, including 4.4 million on 7plus Sport. The 2025 full season average 
audience was 630,000, while an average of 1.05 million tuned in for the Finals series – up 
5% on 2024. 
 
The 2026 Toyota AFL Premiership Season kicks off on Thursday, 5 March, live and free 
on Seven and 7plus Sport, with the Sydney Swans taking on Carlton at the SCG.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Emma Francis 
Head of Communications - Sport 
E: EFrancis@seven.com.au 
  
Kaycie Bradford  
Communications Director, Corporate  
E: kabradford@seven.com.au  
 
About the Seven Network 
 
The Seven Network is part of Southern Cross Media Group (ASX: SXL), one of Australia’s most prominent 
media companies, with a market-leading presence across broadcast television, audio, publishing and 
digital. The Seven Network alone reaches more than 17.5 million people a month. 
 
Southern Cross Media Group owns some of Australia’s most renowned media businesses and platforms, 
including the Seven Network and its affiliate channels 7two, 7mate, 7flix and 7Bravo; 7plus; 7NEWS.com.au; 
LiSTNR; the Hit and Triple M radio networks; The Nightly; The West Australian; The Sunday Times; and PerthNow. 
 
Seven is home to Australia’s most loved news, sport and entertainment programming, including 7NEWS, 
7NEWS Spotlight, Sunrise, The Morning Show, The Voice, Home and Away, Australian Idol, My Kitchen 
Rules, Farmer Wants A Wife, The Chase Australia, Better Homes and Gardens, The 1% Club, The Front 
Bar and the TV WEEK Logie Awards.  
 
The Seven Network is also the broadcast partner of the AFL, Cricket Australia, Supercars, the 2026 Rugby 
League World Cup and the Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games. 
 
Source: VOZ 5.0 National Total TV Average Audience, Total Reach, Overnight. Live Play only unless 
otherwise stated. Comparisons to AFL reference the 2025 season excluding pre/post game 
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