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Wednesday, 15 April 2026 
 

Australian Idol sings louder for Seven 
Biggest ever season on Seven. Grand Finale reaches 1.9 million, 
biggest ever episode on 7plus 
 
After two months, more than 250 contestants and thousands of performances, the 2026 
season of the Seven Network’s hit series Australian Idol ended on a high note last night, 
reaching 1.9 million people across Seven and 7plus.  
 
The second night of the Grand Finale – which saw the crowning of Kesha Oayda as the 
2026 winner and the first female Idol since Natalie Gauci in 2007 – had a national total TV 
audience of 1.09 million and was the #1 entertainment program last night in all people, as 
well as winning its timeslot in all age groups. The audience was up 1% on last year, 
including a 125% jump on 7plus.  
 
Last night’s episode was the biggest ever for Australian Idol on Seven and the most 
watched episode since 2009. This year Australian Idol recorded its biggest ever season 
on Seven.  
 
The first night of the Grand Finale on Monday – in which Kesha, Harlan Goode and Kalani 
Artis sang their hearts out for Australian Idol glory – reached 1.67 million and scored a 
national total TV audience of 962,000.  
 
The spectacular Grand Finale included guest stars Vanessa Amorosi, Morgan Evans and 
Idol alumni Anthony Callea and capped a remarkable season for Australian Idol. 
 
Across the full 2026 season, Australian Idol reached 10.1 million people. This year’s 
season average total TV audience was 1.08 million, up 1% on 2025.  
 
On 7plus, Australian Idol’s audience this year soared 71% to 281,000.  
 
Seven’s Director of Content, Unscripted, Majella Hay, said: “Now in its fourth year on 
Seven, Australian Idol continues to go from strength to strength, engaging millions of 
people every week on Seven and – increasingly – on 7plus and proving that big scale, live 
entertainment never goes out of fashion.  
 
“This year’s season was fantastic, with some of the best performances we’ve ever seen. 
Congratulations to our very deserving winner, Kesha, and to her fellow grand finalists, 
Harlan and Kalani. And a big thank you to everyone at Seven and Eureka Productions, to 
our great judges Marcia Hines, Kyle Sandilands and Amy Shark, and to our co-hosts Ricki-
Lee and Scott Tweedie.”  

https://7plus.com.au/
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Seven National Television Sales Director, Katie Finney, said: “Once again, Australian Idol 
has proven why it’s one of the most popular shows on TV. This year’s season was the best 
ever on Seven, providing great family viewing and drawing big, involved audiences week 
in, week out. Thank you to everyone who worked on Australian Idol this year and to our 
great sponsors and advertisers.” 
 
Australian Idol is produced for Seven by Eureka Productions. It will return to Seven and 
7plus in 2027.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Neil Shoebridge 
M: 0417 511 012 
E: neil@skmediagroup.com.au  
 
Andrew Knowles 
M: 0449 510 357 
E: andrew@skmediagroup.com.au  
 
 
About the Seven Network 
 
The Seven Network is part of Southern Cross Media Group (ASX: SXL), one of Australia’s most prominent 
media companies, with a market-leading presence across broadcast television, audio, publishing and 
digital. The Seven Network alone reaches more than 17.5 million people a month. 
 
Southern Cross Media Group owns some of Australia’s most renowned media businesses and platforms, 
including the Seven Network and its channels 7two, 7mate, 7flix and 7Bravo; 7plus; 7NEWS.com.au; LiSTNR; 
the Hit and Triple M radio networks; The Nightly; The West Australian; The Sunday Times; and PerthNow. 
 
Seven is home to Australia’s most loved news, sport and entertainment programming, including 7NEWS, 
7NEWS Spotlight, Sunrise, The Morning Show, The Voice, Home and Away, Australian Idol, My Kitchen 
Rules, Farmer Wants A Wife, The Chase Australia, Better Homes and Gardens, The 1% Club, The Front 
Bar and the TV WEEK Logie Awards.  
 
The Seven Network is also the broadcast partner of the AFL, Cricket Australia, Supercars, the 2026 Rugby 
League World Cup and the Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games. 
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